VL. CONCLUSIONS

6.1 SUCCESSES AND FAILURES

The West Hollywood Historic Resources Survey successfully
developed a work progrﬁm designed to aid the City in future
preservation and survey efforts. The methodology used in this
endeavor was designed to ensure a comprehensive and systematic
approach to documentation of the built environment. One of the
components of the program was the preparation and dissemination
of a volunteer manual containing training materials, specific
task instructions, and sample forms. This notebook can continue
to be used in future volunteer survey activities.

As a result of the first year effort, West Hollywood not
only has a comprehensive city-wide, prelimihary survef, but also
an inventory and a format and procedure for expanding the
inventory. 1In the course of the present #rojéct.”the‘seed of a
research archive was establish&d which potentally could form the
-nucleus of a West Hollywood Historical Collection. The existing

file contains citations from various daily and architectural
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periodicals and references abstracted from local histories and
guidebooks.

One of the most rewarding aspects of the survey was the work
of the volunteer review committee. This committee continually
showed their commitment and enthusiasm for the project in their
willingness to attend additional meetings in excess of those
originally anticipated and in their serious and prolonged
deliberation of evaluation criteria and implications. As a
result of their expertise and interest, the process was
approached in a highly professionalrmanner with a careful and
reasoned interpretation of the criteria.

Two Planning Department interns made significant contribu-
| tione to the project. They.completed various tasks, including
compilation of assessof's data, library research, volunteer
outreach, and érogress report preparation. Both exhibited a
willingness to learn about the overall philosophy of historic
surveys and en interest in integrating their experiences into
their education curriculum.

The City has demonstrated its resolve to incorporate the
‘results of the survey into the planning process. It has made use
of the preliminary survey in the preparation of staff reports:
required for the granting of building and demolition permits angd .
in the assessment ef_the impacts of proposed developments.

As a result of the survey and planning process, there has
been a heightened community awareness of West Hollywood's

architectural heritage. Volunteers and some concerned citizens
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have become advocates of preservation. The unavoidable
controversy that accompanies the establishment of a new policy
has also sparked media interest and some public debate.

Perhaps most importantly, the survey demonstrated to the
city government and to the public that wést Hollywood does indeed
have an architectural heritage. Like so many communities across
' the nation, particularly in Southern California where the concept
of history has its roots in the recent past, West Hollywood's
‘residents have equated old with old-fashioned at best and
blighted at worst. This has been particularly evident in the
high capacity zoningrbf some older residential neighborhoods, a
pattern which is now in the process of change. The survey
provides a tool for encouraging a more liberal planning policy
towards older buildings. It will also be the foundation of a
public education effort by the City.

The failure of some volunteers to fulfili their survey
commitments handicapped the survey effort. Although the
volunteer training sessions were well-attended, the results of
assignments to produce architectural descriptions, photographs,
and research were disappointing. Despite repeated efforts over a
'protracted period of time, the consultants were unable to obtain
the desired results. 1In addition, an increased éllogation of
staff time would have also been beneficial to the project, in

view of the structure of the contract.

81



Due to the lack of County building permits for most of the
resources on the inventory, site-specific research was diffidult.
To some degfee, this lack was mitigéted by source-specific
research from the consultants own files; however, this time-
consuming project was a major vacuum in the volunteer effort.
Research was additionally constrained by the continuing

inaccessibility of the Los Angeles Public Library collections.

. 6.2: POTENTIAL FOR FUTURE SURVEYS

As has:been stated elsewhere in this report, there is great
potential for a continuing survey effort in West Hollywood.
Using the city-wide survey and the methodology developed in
1986-87, the City should continue to amplify the documentation on
individual sites and neighborhoods identified by the consultants

and the review committee. Further research projects include the

systematic reading of periodicals such as the Los Angeles Times,

the Southwest Builder and Contractor (formerly the Southwest

contractor and Manufacturer), the Los Angeles Daily Journal, and

the various architectural periodicals for references to building
in Sherman and West Hollywood through 1941. (These publications,
all or in part, can be found at UCLA, USC, CSU, Northridge, the
Hollywood Library, the Los Angeles County Law Library, and'fhe
Los Angeles Public Library). The 1925 Citleirectory {(a copy of
which will be given to the City) should be cross-referenced by
address. Once it reopens, the Los'Angeles Public Library.,

particularly the California Room Subject and Biography Indexes,:
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need to be thoroughly explored. Building permits searches should

be conducted for structures post-dating 1933. Anothervsurvey

opportunity is the completion of the photography of the city-wide

survey through the distribution of the photography assignments

deposited with the City.

STATE OFFICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION PARTICIPATION

As the funding agency, the Office of Historic Preservation

is the catalyst in most survey efforts. In its role as advisor

and mentor to local governments, greater assistance could be

provided to local communities by pﬁrsuing the following

suggestions: .

A.

The redefinition or further amplification of "5" category
(now stated as "individual listed or eligible for listing
under a local preservation or landmark ordinance"). While
it is the intent of the State to encourage preservation of
locally significant structures and groupings, this category
may need to be clarified in the manner of the "4" category
which precedes it. Many communities have no ordinance and
therefore, no criteria on which to base this classification.
Others include language in their ordinance criteria which
may allow for the designation of outstanding structures
only, and not representative examples of a type. OHP has
used different terminology in evaluating redevelopment area
surveys, which might be advantageous in this situation as
well. Category "5" might be amended to include the phrase
"worthy of note" meaning that the structure is a typical
example of a particular style or contributes to a substan-
tially intact neighborhood or district. The creation of a
precisely defined category "6" incorporating the concept of
"worthy of note" may also serve this purpose.

The implementation of survey grants could be encouraged
through provision of technical assistance grants for the
drafting of ordinances, design guidelines, etc.

Quarterly reports. While the concept of a guarterly report

is a good administrative tool, the content of certain
sections of these reports may need to be realigned in light
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of actual conditions in the field. For instance, in a
survey of the scope and size of West Hollywood, even a
preliminary list of properties studied for inclusion in the
inventory is not ready in the first quarter. @asking for
such a list in the second or third guarter may be appro-
priate, but a final listing often only becomes available as
part of the final product. Review teams often use their
last meeting for those sites difficult to research or with
severe alterations, and the inventory is continuously
‘amended until that time. Preparation for volunteer
recruitment should be initiated, but training should be
postponed until definite assignments can be made. If there
are contractual slips at the beginning of the first quarter,
training may be postponed. A description of field work in
the first guarter would be appropriate. Second quarter
results ask for areas not yet photographed, a guestion which
would receive a more definitive answer in the third quarter.

' D. OHP should facilitate and closely monitor all projects using
federal or state funds, where the reguirements of Section

106 or CEQA may be involved. While many local governments

use such funds for rehabilitation programs, low-cost loans,

etc., many at the staff level seem unaware of the compliance
process required when impacting potentially historic
structures.

The 1986-87 West Hollywood Historic Resources Survey has
succeeded in documenting the history of the built environment of
West Hollywood through the production of a survey of 1,777
buildings and an inventory of 118 buildings. It has identified
the broad patterns of the community's growth from its inception
as a railway hub through its flirtation with Holiywood, to its
present vitality as a commercial and residential city. It has
highlighted West Hollywood's outstanding contributions to the

'~ Southern California architectural landscape and has identified

potential local landmarks for the young city. Also, it has

succeeded in creating a new awareness of the community's heritage

from which to build the future.
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" The actiﬁity which is the subject of this report has been

financed in part with Federal funds from the National Park
Service, Department of the Interior. However, the contents and
opinions do not necessarily reflect the views or policies of the
Department of the Interior, nor does mention of trade names or

commercial products constitute endorsement or recommendation by
the Department of Interior.
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UNIQUE
Gowns, Gifts, Dressmaking, Hemstitching, Pleating
' MISS K. M. ANDERSEN
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