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HPC Historic Preservation Training

Project Review – Part 1

• Identification and Designation Recap
• CEQA Thresholds
• Standards and Guidelines
• Project Impacts

Project Review – Part 2

• Part 1 Recap
• West Hollywood Code
• Certificate of Appropriateness Process
• Preservation Incentives
• Case Studies



Identification and Designation Recap

1. Historical Resources
a. Designated, presumptive, 

determined
b. Status Codes

2. Significance
3. Integrity
4. Character-defining features
5. West Hollywood Criteria for 

Designation
a. Individual resources
b. Historic districts

6. West Hollywood Cultural Resources 
determination processConstance Bennett Building (1936)

8743 Sunset Boulevard
Architect: James Dolena
Designated individually - WHCR



CEQA Thresholds

• Public Resources Code Section 
21084.1

• California Code of Regulations, 
Sections 15064.5, 15126.4, 
15331



Villa Primavera (1923) and Patio del Moro (1925)
1300-08 Harper Ave. and 8225 Fountain Ave.

Architect: Arthur and Nina Zwebell
Designated contributors to historic district – NRHP,

CRHR, WHCR
Mills Act Program (Patio del Moro)

CEQA Thresholds

A project that may cause a substantial 
adverse change in the significance of an 
historical resource is a project that may 
have a significant effect on the 
environment.

Public Resources Code Division 13. Environmental Quality,
Section 21084.1:



Lingenbrink Grouping (1937)
8760-8756 Holloway Drive

Architect: R.M. Schindler
Designated contributors to Historic District – WHCR

CEQA Thresholds

b) A project with an effect that may 
cause a substantial adverse change 
in the significance of an historical 
resource is a project that may have a 
significant effect on the 
environment.

California Code of Regulations Section 15064.5:



Schindler House (1922)
833-35 North Kings Road

Architect: Rudolph Schindler
Designated individually – NRHP, CRHR, WHCR

CEQA Thresholds

California Code of Regulations Section 15064.5:

1) Substantial adverse change in the 
significance of an historical resource 
means physical demolition, 
destruction, relocation, or 
alteration of the resource or its 
immediate surroundings such that 
the significance of an historical 
resource would be materially 
impaired.

b) A project with an effect that may cause a substantial adverse change in the 
significance of an historical resource is a project that may have a significant effect 
on the environment.



CEQA Thresholds

California Code of Regulations Section 15064.5:
b) A project with an effect that may cause a substantial adverse change in the 

significance of an historical resource is a project that may have a significant effect 
on the environment.

2) The significance of an historical resource 
is materially impaired when a project:

(A) Demolishes or materially alters in an 
adverse manner those physical 
characteristics of an historical 
resource that convey its historical 
significance and that justify its 
inclusion in, or eligibility for, inclusion 
in the California Register of Historical 
Resources; or

Colonial House (1930)
1416 Havenhurst Drive

Architect: Leland Bryant
Designated individually– NRHP, CRHR, WHCR

Mills Act Program (Condominium)



CEQA Thresholds

California Code of Regulations Section 15064.5:
b) A project with an effect that may cause a substantial adverse change in the 

significance of an historical resource is a project that may have a significant effect 
on the environment.

2) The significance of an historical resource 
is materially impaired when a project:

(B) Demolishes or materially alters in an 
adverse manner those physical 
characteristics that account for its 
inclusion in a local register of 
historical resources or its 
identification in an historical 
resources survey, unless the public 
agency reviewing the effects of the 
project establishes by a 
preponderance of evidence that the 
resource is not historically or 
culturally significant; or

Tower Records(1970)
8801 Sunset Boulevard
Architect: Unknown
Determined ineligible for local designation; may 
warrant special consideration in local planning



Great Hall/Long Hall (1937)
1200 N. Vista Street 

Architect: Edward C.N. Brett
Designated individually – NRHP, CRHR

CEQA Thresholds

California Code of Regulations Section 15064.5:
b) A project with an effect that may cause a substantial adverse change in the 

significance of an historical resource is a project that may have a significant effect 
on the environment.

2) The significance of an historical resource 
is materially impaired when a project:

(C) Demolishes or materially alters in an 
adverse manner those physical 
characteristics of a historical 
resource that convey its historical 
significance and that justify its 
eligibility for inclusion in the 
California Register of Historical 
Resources as determined by a lead 
agency for purposes of CEQA.



CEQA Thresholds

California Code of Regulations Section 15064.5:
b) A project with an effect that may cause a substantial adverse change in the 

significance of an historical resource is a project that may have a significant effect 
on the environment.

(3) Generally, a project that follows 
the Secretary of the Interior’s 
Standards for the Treatment of 
Historic Properties with 
Guidelines for Preserving, 
Rehabilitating, Restoring, and 
Reconstructing Historic Buildings 
or the Secretary of the Interior’s 
Standards for Rehabilitation and 
Guidelines for Rehabilitating 
Historic Buildings (1995), Weeks 
and Grimmer, shall be 
considered as mitigated to a 
level of less than a significant 
impact on the historical 
resource.

Red Spot /Formosa (1926-1945)
7156 Santa Monica Boulevard 
Architect: Unknown
Designated individually–WHCR



Beauty Pavilion (1967)
8760 Sunset Boulevard
Architect: Frank Schneider
Potential Cultural Resource

CEQA Thresholds

California Code of Regulations Section 15126.4:
Consideration and Discussion of Mitigation Measures Proposed to Minimize Significant 
Effects

a) Mitigation Measures in General
2) Mitigation measures must 

be fully enforceable
through permit conditions, 
agreements, or other 
legally-binding instruments. 
In the case of the adoption 
of a plan, policy, regulation, 
or other public project, 
mitigation measures can 
be incorporated into the 
plan, policy, regulation, or 
project design.



Fountain Lanai Apartments (1953)
1285 N Sweetzer Avenue
Architect: Edward H. Fickett
Designated individually – WHCR, Mills Act

CEQA Thresholds

California Code of Regulations Section 15126.4:
Consideration and Discussion of Mitigation Measures Proposed to Minimize Significant 
Effects

a) Mitigation Measures in General
4) Mitigation measures must be 

consistent with all applicable 
constitutional requirements, 
including the following:

B. There must be an 
essential nexus 
between the mitigation 
measure and a 
legitimate governmental 
interest

C. The mitigation measure 
must be "roughly 
proportional" to the 
impacts of the project



8703 Santa Monica Boulevard (1928)
8703 Santa Monica Boulevard
Architect: Morgan, Walls, and Clements
Individually designated - WHCR

CEQA Thresholds

California Code of Regulations Section 15126.4:
Consideration and Discussion of Mitigation Measures Proposed to Minimize Significant 
Effects

b) Mitigation Measures Related to Impacts on 
Historical Resources

1) Where maintenance, repair, stabilization, 
rehabilitation, restoration, preservation, 
conservation or reconstruction of the 
historical resource will be conducted in 
a manner consistent with the Secretary 
of the Interior's Standards for the 
Treatment of Historic Properties with 
Guidelines for Preserving, Rehabilitating, 
Restoring, and Reconstructing Historic 
Buildings (1995), Weeks and Grimmer, 
the project's impact on the historical 
resource shall generally be considered 
mitigated below a level of significance 
and thus is not significant.



Types of Impact

• Less than significant 
impact

• Mitigated to less than 
significant impact

• Substantial adverse 
change

• Material impairment
• Cumulative impact

8619 W Sunset Boulevard (1935)
8619 W Sunset Boulevard
Architect: Charles Selkirk
Potential Cultural Resource

CEQA Thresholds



Standards and 
Guidelines

• Secretary of the Interior’s 
Standards

• Guidelines for implementation



Secretary of the Interior’s Standards

Preservation Rehabilitation

Restoration Reconstruction



Secretary of the Interior’s Standards

Preservation Rehabilitation

Restoration Reconstruction



Secretary of the Interior’s Standards

Preservation Rehabilitation

Restoration Reconstruction



Secretary of the Interior’s Standards

Preservation Rehabilitation

Restoration Reconstruction

Preserve

Repair

Additions/New 
Construction



Secretary of the Interior’s Standards

Preservation Rehabilitation

Restoration Reconstruction

Preserve

Repair

Additions/New 
Construction



1. A property will be used as it was 
historically or be given a new use 
that requires minimal change to its 
distinctive materials, features, 
spaces and spatial relationships.

2. The historic character of a property 
will be retained and preserved. The 
removal of distinctive materials or 
alteration of features, spaces and 
spatial relationships that 
characterize a property will be 
avoided.

Secretary of the Interior’s Standards

Dan Tana’s (1964)
9071 Santa Monica Blvd
Architect: not known
Potential Cultural Resource



3. Each property will be recognized as 
a physical record of its time, place 
and use. Changes that create a 
false sense of historical 
development, such as adding 
conjectural features or elements 
from other historic properties, will 
not be undertaken.

4. Changes to a property that have 
acquired historic significance in 
their own right will be retained and 
preserved.

Secretary of the Interior’s Standards

Beau Sejour (1928)
8320-28 Fountain Avenue
Architect: Leland Bryant
Designated individually –WHCR



5. Distinctive materials, features, 
finishes and construction 
techniques or examples of 
craftsmanship that characterize a 
property will be preserved.

6. Deteriorated historic features will be 
repaired rather than replaced. 
Where the severity of deterioration 
requires replacement of a 
distinctive feature, the new feature 
will match the old in design, color, 
texture and, where possible, 
materials. Replacement of missing 
features will be substantiated by 
documentary and physical 
evidence.

Secretary of the Interior’s Standards

Republic Bank; Whisky a Go Go (1930; 1966-1984) 
8901 Sunset Boulevard
Architect: Unknown
Designated individually –WHCR

Standards for Rehabilitation (36 CFR 67)



7. Chemical or physical treatments, if 
appropriate, will be undertaken 
using the gentlest means possible. 
Treatments that cause damage to 
historic materials will not be used.

8. Archeological resources will be 
protected and preserved in place. If 
such resources must be disturbed, 
mitigation measures will be 
undertaken.

Secretary of the Interior’s Standards

Pickford Fairbanks Studio (1926-1965)
1041 N Formosa Avenue

Architect: Meyer and Holler
Potential Cultural Resource

Standards for Rehabilitation (36 CFR 67)



9. New additions, exterior alterations 
or related new construction will not 
destroy historic materials, features 
and spatial relationships that 
characterize the property. The new 
work will be differentiated from the 
old and will be compatible with the 
historic materials, features, size, 
scale and proportion, and massing 
to protect the integrity of the 
property and its environment.

Secretary of the Interior’s Standards

Irv’s Burgers (1950)
8293 Santa Monica Boulevard
Architect: Unknown
Designated individually –WHCR

Standards for Rehabilitation (36 CFR 67)



9. New additions, exterior alterations 
or related new construction will not 
destroy historic materials, features 
and spatial relationships that 
characterize the property. The new 
work will be differentiated from the 
old and will be compatible with the 
historic materials, features, size, 
scale and proportion, and massing 
to protect the integrity of the 
property and its environment.

Secretary of the Interior’s Standards

Irv’s Burgers (1950)
8293 Santa Monica Boulevard
Architect: Unknown
Designated individually –WHCR

Standards for Rehabilitation (36 CFR 67)



10. New additions and adjacent or 
related new construction will be 
undertaken in such a manner that, 
if removed in the future, the 
essential form and integrity of the 
historic property and its 
environment would be unimpaired.

Secretary of the Interior’s Standards

849 San Vicente Boulevard (ca.1900)
849 San Vicente Boulevard

Architect: Unknown
Designated individually –WHCR

Mills Act Program (Condominium)

Standards for Rehabilitation (36 CFR 67)



Information to Consider 
Before Project Review

1. Level of significance
2. Designation/ Eligibility 

criteria
3. Physical condition and 

integrity
4. Proposed use
5. Project documentation
6. Codes and other regulations

Secretary of the Interior’s Standards

1230 N Flores Street Apartments (1928)
1230 N. Flores Street
Architect: Unknown
Designated contributor to Thematic Grouping– WHCR
Mills Act Program



Project Impacts

• Types of Impacts
• Substantial Adverse Change vs

Less Than Significant Impact



Substantial adverse change vs less than significant impact

• What is the significance of the historic resource?
• Determine what criteria it was designated or determined 

eligible under
• Identify character-defining features listed in public 

documentation
• Consider other factors that may have either gained 

significance through time or features that have been lost since 
documentation occurred

• What scopes of work proposed could impact the historic resource?
• Clear locations of character-defining features on proposed 

plans
• Photographs of existing conditions
• Specifications and cut sheets for proposed materials and 

equipment
• To scale and dimensional drawings

Project Impacts



Questions?


